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Time stands still

i l l  Andrewes has instal led
rhe centrepiece of the Gar-
den ofSurpr ises ac Burghley
House: a thing of woncier,
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the Longitude Dial. This involves fussing
with a piece of str ing t ied at each end ro
some Fencing. This is precision fussing, a
highly technical business involving run-
ning the str ing betrveen f inger and
thumb, and leaning down now and then
to take a sighring along irs iength. One
word that crops up quite ofcen is "meridi-

an". The Longitude Dial is being placed
on exacrly the right spot on rhe earrh's
surFace. the place for '"vhich it has been
designed down to rhe lasr t iny derai l .

Longitude Dial? We would know it bet-
ter as a sundial. This one is an up-to-dace
version oFwhat may be rhe oldesi scienriF-
ic instrument of al l .  I t 's abour 3,500 years
s ince  somebody reaL ised thar  i f  you
observed the passage oF rhe sun by the
shadow it chrer,v you could tell rhe rime of
day, and the month of the year. The
ancients thought thar ir was the Sun rhar
revolved round the Earth. but even u'hen

it was realised rhar ir was the Earrh thar
did the revolving while the Sun remained
stat ionary, the principle remained the
same: you couid rely on rhac shadow.

Garden centres sell what they call sun-
diais, which might be jusr rhe ching ro
lend a spot of class ro the rerrace or rhe
lawn, blt  mosr of rhese horriculrurai
adornments are l ike clocks wirhour
springs; they rnay look rhe parr, but don't
try and set your wacch by one.

Will's dial is time-perFecr, and more
ornamental than any garden-centre efforr.
It is stunningly beauriful, a combination
of clock, calendar and atlas wirh the
details etched inro rhe polished surface of
a rich, dark igneous rock called gabbro,
Found in the Far Easr. The rock selected by
\X/ill and his expert colleague Gary Hahn
flor the Burghley House dial was quarried
in China. It's what Will calls "microfine",

dense enough and dark enough to take
even the mosc delicare hairlines in rhe
dial's design, etched by laser using a refine-
ment of the techniques evolved by the sup-
pl iers oI headstones For cemereries.

Below: Will Andrewes and
Gary Halin fine-tune the

Sundial at Burghley House
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pLaccs  Vo l t r  ho r r r ' : r t  t h r ' c i ' n f r a  o i  f hc
r i , ' r l . l .  f l r ,  . , 1 1 1 1 ,  , r 1 - r l r .  r i , ' r ' 1 , 1  r ) t . t l ' , ) n  r l l ,
L l r r rghlc-r  Flouse .1 ia l  is  l i r - r rghley Flor-rse:
even I I r r ) re precist ' l r ' .  the centre is  thr  ( i : r r ' -

t len of  Sr, r rpr is t 's .  Air t l  mort 'precist ' lv  st i l l
i t  r s : r t  La t i t r L t l e  - 52  t l cg r t es ,  - 18  m inu r t s .
.12 stconr ls Norrh:  ancl  Lorrgi t t r t l r  000
dtgl t ts .  2(r  nr inr . r t t -s ,  -19 sc 'conr ls \ \ ' 'cst .
\ \ ' h i ch  r s  u  h r '  \ \ ' i l l  uas  i uss i ns  u i t h  r ha t
s r r i  r r g .

Th t '  r r n i c l t r c  p r l ac i r r g  o f  t hc  t l i a l  a l l oss
rht  incorpor ' : . t t ion of  othcr  t rn iqr . rc f i : r -
I l r , . .  l r n ! . , , n  t l l u  n r . l l .  l l t . l t  l t ) , t r l .  \ l . l l n n
i - :ur t  cvents.  The Burghlcr .  r l i ; r l  h i is  l ines
for  r l rc  f . i r rh lnt l  t l r ' r r th o[  \ \ ' i l ] i : rnr  Crci l .
t i rc  f i rs t  Lorr l  L iLrrshler ' :  f  - i th Se pte mber.
1 -52 [ J : r n r l  - l t h  ' \ us t r s t ,  l - 598 .  On  rhose
t l r r res thc s l r ; r . lou c.rst  bv thc bcat l  orr  t l rc
gl r r )nrol r  rhc s i rc st retchet l  abtrvc thc
r l i . r l  s  sr-r r l : r rc s ' i l l  i i r l lou thc i inc f ior l
srr r r r isc t ( )  sLlnset .  ( tnor.nr- .n der iVts f r -Lrr . r r
r ] re '  L l r r r l< f i r r '  "orr t -  r i  ho l<nou s" .  TIr t '
Btr rghlc i  c l i : r l  h: rs r rnother r rn ic l r . re l rnc:  1sr
\ l ' r r L  l 0 n - .  r I r , . . l . r t ,  1 ' 1 - 1 | 1 , . , ' 1 ' , . r r i r r . 1 , ' l - r I r , .

( larr l rn o i  Sr. r rpr iscs.
Thc . l rL l -stonc urrs c l t rarr iec l  rn China,

; r r rc l  shapct l  i1n! l  et .h(r !1 i r r  r \nr t r ica.  Thc

f . l r r r r h  r t  s i t s  o i r  i s  f esh ronc r l  o f  s f o r r c  f r o r . n

H O M E S  &

much  c l ose r  f o  hon re ,  ( - l i p sha r l  i n  RLL t -
l : rnd.  I t  uas carver l  on s i tc  bv l i r - r rghl t - r ' 's
|t'sicl,:nt stone m.rs()n Cl\\ r'n \\';rCkins :rnr]
h is t . 'am. I 'he toughesr job he's ever racl i -
Iet l .  ( l r rvn savs.  "Part iv  

becrr l rse of  thc sc:r lc
t  F i r  r r r rc l  1. : r r : t l r ' l .ecar ise i t  uas rerv t . r l r t r r -
s ivc stonc :1 l r ! l  \ \ 'e  n c l r  t t 'oLr i t . t l  abcrrr t
r l :Lrnasing r t  in thr  proccss."  

' l ' [ re 
b i l l  f i r r

rhc rh lce pieccs u 'as abotLt  16.000.  \ \ ' rnc1
so r  ( - as r l c  u ; r s  b r r i L t  r r i t h  C l i pshan r  s t on r ,
and so r i 'crc thc Hotrsts of  P:rr l ianrcnt .  I r
h:rs a [ r t r t tery colotr r  arrr l  i t 's  [ t r l l  of  t rnv
: ] r . ' l l  t l . r . : ' r r ,  r r t . .  l t  r  , r r  r  . l  l r . r r \ l  \ r \ ' n ( .  . l \
srrch."  s: tvs ( lu vn.  " l l r -Lt  i t  11o.rs u cathcr '
r r c l 1 .  I i  l oo l<s  vL ' r ! ' a t f l a c i i v r  b r c ; r r r sc  o l t l - r c
r l r , l l r r r . ' . , r r . l  r t  s , ' t ' r , i r l l ,  r ' e r r t  . ( \ l ( \ r r r ' \  i r )  i r ,
r . , . .  r . .  . l j . . . . . r .  , . .  r  .  . | l  . . .  t  l r . t t  :  t l t . . . t r t t . . t . _
t i on  oFdo ing  i t  i n  a  s i ng l c  p i cce  o f  s t on r ' . "

TIrc I l t r rghlcy I  Ioust '  Longi tudc I ) i : r l  is
bcr-Lut i f i r l  arrr l  pt : rct ical .  rnrpr ! 'ss jvc : lnLj
i r r t i r l l r e  .  I t  s : r r i s f  i c s  t h r  r v t  wh i l c  cn r i c l r
i r r . ; r l r .  r r r i r r . l .  \ q l . r r r , ' ,  u i l l r , l l  r r . r ] r ,  ( r r r r ,

br-r t  i f  u e ta l ie sonre of  rh;r t  r intc to l inge r
a i r . l  look longcr r t  rhe rLt i : rncc of  r r  s l inr
shatlori across thr' ficc oi thc [:irrt]r u't'
r t t . t r  [ ' r g r r t  t , ' , l r l - r r r r '  t l r .  1 ' . t s r . t . - ' ' , ' 1 , ' 1 1 1
o\\  1r  cx lstcncc.  I t 's  an expcr ie ncc '  r l rat  prr . r65
tLs i r r , - r t t r  pLacc.  Al l  i t  nt ' t ' t ls  is  thc sr , in.

G A R D E N S

iET.�la={T T!
Eltrrrrr
I r r r r l r r  rIi:Eiii i

f - r
1{- *

J l
lYjst iiiiE ITffEEE -!iEEEi== -GHEE

=Eiiil i-E==i
* f , ,  , !  : , .

ffi@-fl !r!!!E -----I

,$.$ 3$ry*

Src.q.:,.,.-"


